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October 2022 Newsletter 

Message from the Director 

Welcome to our newsletter providing an update on the progress of Farming for the Future. 

I’m delighted with the progress that the team has made over the last few months. We have 

made great progress in establishing the processes, tools and protocols for data collection. 

These have been peer-reviewed by appropriate experts and are now being put into 

operation. We are delighted to have the support from expert Agricultural Advisors and 

Accountants in the secure collection of farm production and financial data and are very 

pleased to have leading NRM organisations engaged to provide the expert natural capital 

data collection and field observations. 

Farming for the Future at COP27 

Farming for the Future will be at COP27 as part of the Australian Government and Industry 

representation. Michelle Gortan, CEO of the Macdoch Foundation, will be speaking at 

events alongside Commonwealth Government representatives, Fiona Simpson of the 

National Farmers' Federation and the Australian Forest Products Association. 
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Our Farmers 
 

Recruitment Update  

Farming for the Future continues to connect with farmers across Australia with more than 

150 farms now engaged - either as focus farms for our current (Phase 2) activities or via 

expressions of interest for our Phase 2+ and Phase 3 activities. 

 

   

 

We still need a few more farms in our current focus regions. Our current on-farm survey 

activities are focussed in selected regions of NSW, Victoria, Western Australia and 

Tasmania. We are targeting farms that are between 600 and 5000ha, and which have at 

least 50% of their land area dedicated to livestock operations. If this sounds like you, and 

you would like to be involved, please get in touch with us at Farm Participation – Farming 

for the Future. 

  

We will continue to expand our reach to new industries and focus regions in our 2023-24 

region and beyond so please register your expression of interest here. For more 

information about our program please visit our FAQ section on our website. 

  

Congratulations to the 2022 Farmer of the Year 

Farming for the Future wishes to congratulate Farmer of the Year, Michael 

Taylor. Michael's New England property has been in his family producing superfine 

merino wool since the 1840s. In recent decades, more than 200,000 trees have been 

planted on the property to provide shelter for livestock, foster biodiversity, and 

support diversification into forestry and farm-stay tourism.  Michael has been 

involved with the Farming for the Future team through his participation in the Farm-

scale Natural Capital Accounting project implemented in partnership with La Trobe 

University. We’re very pleased to have him involved with Farming for the Future to 

contribute his insights to our research and we wish Michael continuing success in the 

future. 
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You can learn more about Michael’s farming operations here. 

 

More information about the Farm Scale Natural Capital Accounting project can be 

found here.  

 

 

 

Farming for the Future in action 

Susan Newey runs her own cattle at ‘Olmo’, north of Armidale. She has a passion for 

continuing to learn about her property and how to best care for it. The ability to audit her 

property over time to ensure it was moving in the right direction to be more diverse and 

resilient was a leading motivation for Susan to sign up for the pilot phase of Farming for the 

Future. 

  

“Farming for the Future is an unbelievable opportunity to have the natural capital on our 

property scientifically measured, rather than just working with gut feel,” she said. “We also 

know that new revenue streams are opening up to producers, particularly in the carbon 

credits space. Tapping into these additional revenue streams might give our family more 

options when thinking about how we pass Olmo onto the next generation, particularly if not 

all of them want to stay on the land.” 

  

For other producers who are thinking of participating in the Farming for the Future 

research, Susan’s advice is to get involved. “Participating really is all gain and no pain. 

Most producers are passionate about the land, and this project is an opportunity to 

understand where there are better, easier and more profitable ways of managing land than 

the high-input system we have slipped into. In doing so, we can ensure that our children 

take over sustainable farming businesses with high levels of natural capital that will support 

them well into the future.” 

 

Keep an eye out for the full case study in MLA’s Feedback Magazine coming out soon  
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Our regional communities 

Green jobs summit 

Michelle Gortan, CEO of Macdoch Foundation, was invited to attend the Federal 

Government's Green Jobs Summit in September. She had the opportunity to discuss 

the Farming for the Future program and its contribution to regional jobs with the 

Honourable Tanya Plibersek, Minister for the Environment and Water. 

Farming for the Future is purposefully supporting regional communities by employing 

local ecologists and farm advisors for all our on-farm data collection. As our program 

expands, it will generate exciting new career opportunities for people to support 

nature-positive solutions for agriculture, including through natural capital accounting 

and support services for the implementation of practice solutions for farms. 

In the longer term, Farming for the Future aims to demonstrate that improving natural 

capital can support regional communities by improving production and associated 

employment opportunities, and by keeping farmers on the land through times of 

drought or other hardship. We will report back on our research findings in this space. 

 

 

Ecologist Training 

The end of September heralded a week of milestones for Farming for the Future's 

ecological assessment partners. The ecological team finalised the Natural Capital 

Assessment Protocol with input from key academics, and the Tech team finalised our in-

field data capture app. Together the teams rolled out online and on-farm training for 

participating ecologists. It was great to see people in the field using the protocol and digital 

collection app - despite torrential rains in the Gundaroo region that called for a last-minute 
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venue swap (many thanks to the Gundaroo RFS!). Thankfully the rain held off for the day 

and the Farming for the Future team, ably led by Bush Heritage’s Imogen Semmler, trained 

the seven ecologists ready for data collection in Victoria and NSW, as well as 

representatives from Perth NRM who will now train others in WA. Further training will take 

place in Tasmania closer to their season’s commencement. 

We are thrilled to have involvement from Holbrook Landcare, Upper Hopkins Landcare 

Network, Perth NRM, South West Catchments Council, Graeme Hand Consulting, 

Ecological Explorations and Pinion Advisory, along with co-ordinators Bush Heritage 

Australia in this coming sampling season where we will be collecting natural capital 

condition data across 100 farms in NSW, Vic, Tas and WA.  It is really exciting to see the 

preparations for the natural capital data collection season coming together. We look 

forward to seeing you on farm very soon! 
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Our funding and research partners 
 

 

Meat & Livestock Australia 

Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) has agreed to provide $2.5M 

in funding to the Farming for the Future Program. The funding 

will be used to undertake on-farm sampling and to develop 

natural capital accounts for more than 100 red meat producers 

across Australia.  

Jason Strong, Managing Director at MLA said that agriculture is 

integral to Australia’s role and identity on the world stage, and 

as the red meat industry moves toward a carbon-neutral future 

by 2030 (CN30), producers need a clear view of the costs and 

benefits of investing in their natural capital to support their farm 

management decisions. “MLA is proud to be a partner 

of Farming for the Future, ensuring that the interests of the red 

meat sector are represented and considered as part of this 

once-in-a-generation, world-leading research project,” Mr 

Strong said. 

More information on our partnership with MLA can be found 

here. 

 

Australian Wool Innovation  

Farming for the Future welcomes a multi-year collaboration with 

Australian Wool Innovation (AWI).  AWI has provided funding 

for ecological and financial surveys of 10 wool-growing farms in 

NSW so that the implications of natural capital for wool-

producing businesses can be explored. AWI has a new 

campaign highlighting the eco benefits of wool which you can 

find here. 

 

An AWI spokesperson highlighted the important role that AWI 

plays by investing in sound, scientific solutions for woolgrowers 

to manage the eco-credentials of their wool-growing enterprise, 

securing wool’s market position as a natural, circular and 

regenerative solution to some of the challenges created by fast 

fashion. “Our involvement with the Farming for the Future 

program allows us to gather robust evidence and help improve 

the dataset of the wool industry, which is being demanded by 

top-tier international brands, who are becoming increasingly 
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keen to recognise woolgrowers’ management of biodiversity 

and natural capital.” More information about AWI's Natural 

Capital Accounting program can be found here. 

 

We look forward to collaborating with AWI as we work towards 

building our benchmarking platform and demonstrating the 

great work that wool growers are doing for biodiversity in 

agricultural landscapes. 

 

 

 

Australian Spatial Analytics 

Farming for the Future gives a big shout-out and thank you for the collaboration with 

Australian Spatial Analytics (ASA). Farming for the Future engaged ASA to produce 

detailed, high-quality, digitised paddock-scale maps that show the full range of land 

use, crop and ecosystem types present on each participating farm. 

  

ASA is a unique professional data services company because its purpose is to use 

data to employ diversity. As one of Australia’s fastest-growing social enterprises, 

ASA adds value to agricultural customers by training and employing remarkable 

young autistic adults to analyse big data for property mapping and feature extraction. 

Farming for the Future is ASA’s largest client in the ag-tech space, with 8 analysts 

trained to map digital farms and process ecological data in Geographic Information 

Systems. The partnership has thrived because the teams work closely together each 

day. ASA is proud to partner with such a forward-looking organisation that values 

onshore data processing. 

  

ASA has processed more than 60 high-quality farm maps for our Farming for the 

Future participants so far and has helped refine and improve our mapping processes 

and efficiency over time. They have been highly professional and reliable and a 

pleasure to work with. We look forward to continuing our collaboration with ASA in 

Phase 2+ and beyond. 

 

You can find more information about ASA by clicking here. 
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Measuring for Success – priming Australia for the next golden age of 

agriculture 
 

Farming for the Future is proud to announce the imminent release of a new report, 

Measuring for Success: Priming Australia for the next golden age of agriculture. 

 

Prepared by PwC for Farming for the Future, the report underlines a clear trend in 

regulators and consumers expecting greater transparency of a product’s environmental 

footprint. While this trend could be viewed as a threat, Australian agriculture has an 

opportunity to take critical steps now that will give it a competitive advantage in 
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international markets longer-term. 

 

The report’s authors will host a webinar on Thursday 3 November to discuss the report 

content in detail. They will be joined by Dr Sue Ogilvy, Farming for the Future Program 

Director, who will break down how measuring natural capital in agriculture production and 

projects like Farming for the Future can play a key role in helping Australian producers 

maximise market access and improve the profitability and resilience of their businesses. 

Further information for registering for and attending the webinar is below. 

 

Time: 12pm-1pm 

Date: Thursday 3 November 2022  

 

Register Here  
 

 

 

Upcoming events 

Co-design workshop 

We are committed to making sure our research aligns with industry requirements for an 

engaged and profitable agricultural sector in Australia. To this end, we will be undertaking 

a series of co-design workshops to get your input on the types of outputs and products 

(likes maps, natural capital accounts and benchmarking reports) you are most interested 

in, and the research or knowledge programs that you would like to see prioritized to help 

you meet your business needs and objectives. Our first co-design workshop is scheduled 

for late November. If you are on our email list you will receive an invitation to this event 

shortly. If you would like to be involved, please send an email to hello@fftf.org.au.  

 

 

Updates & Developments 

There is a great deal going on in the field of natural capital at the moment and it can get 

confusing. We are committed to making sure that these developments are designed to 

bring maximum benefits to farmers as well as society more broadly. To this end, we will 

run and participate in communications events that will provide people with information 

about updates and developments in this space. If you are on our email list you will receive 

invitations to these. To join our email list, complete the Contact Form on our website here. 
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